Challenge  to  Peace 


From  the  beginning  of  this  UN  session,  it  Was  been  obvious  that 
the  Arab  attempt  to  tie  the  Suez  Canal  dispute/to  the  Palestine  prob¬ 
lem  is  an  evasion  of  the  real  issue.  This  is  v^ether  Egypt  has  any 
right  whatever  in  the  face  of  international  agreements  and  the  Se¬ 
curity  Council  resolution  of  1961  to  continue  wilfully  to  obstruct 
passage  through  the  canal  of  the  shipping  of  Israel  and  other  nations, 
including  some  who  had  never  been  involved  in  the  Palestine  problem. 
Although  no  UN  ruling  is  being  sought  at  tljis  time,  a  verdict  of  a 
kind  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  28  nations  ^o  far  have  sided  with 
Israel,  but  not  a  single  nation  other  than  the  Atabs — not  even  Moslem 
Pakistan  or  Indonesia — has  risen  to  support  t$e  UAR’s  position. 

The  explanation  presented  by  UAR  Fore^  Minister  Mahmoud 
Fawzi  boomeranged  when  Arthur  Lourie,  Ijji^^srael  representative, 
challenged  the  UAR  to  negotiate  a  settlemeh^f  all  differences  with 
Israel  at  once.  He  said  to  the  General  AsseniMy : 

"I  can  declare  here,  in  the  name  of  my  government,  that  we  are 
prepared  to  enter  into  immediate  negotiations  for  a  full  and  final; 
settlement  of  all  outstanding  Israeli-Arab  problems,  at  any  time  and/ 
place  the  Arab  leaders  may  wish,  and  without  any  preconditions.” 

This  direct  offer  received  warm  support  from  Secretary  of  Stiite 
Christian  A.  Herter  the  very  next  day,  Oct.  6.  Reiterating  U.S. 
policy,  he  told  the  Washington  press  corps : 

”I  am  sure  that  we  would  welcome  mutually  acceptable  direct 
conversations  between  the  Egyptians  and  the  Israelis  with  respect  to 
points  of  issue  between  them.”  / 

Although  “peace  and  understanding”  is  the  theme  of  this  session/ 
of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Arab  delegates  promptly  rgjfif.ted  t,h^ 
Isr^eHyffO^  The  American  endbrsemenl  6f  dll*^  talks  wm  ignorea. 
In  CairdT^esident  Nasser  also  scoffed  at  the  Israel  offer  but  count¬ 
ered  with  a  proposal  that  merely  rephrased  the  usual  Arab  demands 
for  a  rollback  to  1947.  Egypt  would  “accept”  the  Security  Council 
resolution  of  1961  opening  the  Suez,  he  told  the  Associated  Press,  if 
Israel  would  implement  all  the  UN  resolutions  under  the  supervision 
of  a  special  UN  commission. 

Such  a  statement  is  more  indicative  of  arrogance  than  a  serious 
desire  for  peace.  The  State  Department  saw  no  new  approach  in  it. 
It  gives  nothing  to  Israel  that  is  not  rightfully  hers,  but  demands 
that  Israel  make  concessions  that  would  be  tantamount  to  committing 
f  suicide.  It  does  not  offer  to  recognize  Israel — much  less,  conclude 
■  peace — or  to  halt  the  Arab  boycott  and  blockade;  and  it  ignores  Jor- 
'  dan’s  claim  of  sovereignty  over  Jerusalem  and  the  west  bank  of  the 
Jordan.  It  also  ignores  the  Arab  war  on  Israel  to  prevent  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  1947  resolution.  Moreover,  it  demonstrates  once 
more  not  only  Nasser’s  defiance  of  the  United  Nations  and  the  West 
!'  over  the  Suez  issue  but  also  his  responsibility  for  the  continued  ten- 
sion  in  the  Near  East. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  need  for  quiet  diplomacy  in  order  to 
i  enable  Nasser  to  save  face  in  the  Near  East  in  any  negotiation  for  a 
settlement  of  the  Suez  issue.  No  one  will  quarrel  with  that  effort  or 
with  any  other  effort  that  might  lead  to  peace  in  the  Near  East.  The 
recent  interchange  of  visits  by  leading  Soviet  and  American  states¬ 
men  shows  that  negotiations  are  possible  without  loss  of  face  no 
j  matter  how  far  apart  the  positions  of  Egypt  and  Israel  may  be. 
The  example  set  by  President  Eisenhower  and  Soviet  Chairman 
I  Nikita  Khrushchev  should  not  be  lost  on  Nasser.  But  if  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  remain  adamant,  the  society  of  nations  should  not  hesitate 
to  begin  dealing  firmly  with  him. 
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Attack  on  Kassom.  Premier  Kassem 
was  machinegunned  while  riding 
throu^  Baghdad  last  week.  The 
Premier  was  wounded,  his  driver  killed. 
The  abortive  assassination  was  blamed 
on  unknown  agitators  taking  revenge 
for  the  recent  execution  of  13  army 
officers  who  participated  in  the  Mosid 
revolt  and  four  civilian  members  of 
late  King  Faisal’s  regime. 

Reaction  in  the  UAR  brought  radio 
and  press  proclamations  that  “some¬ 
thing  of  the  kind  must  happen  to  an 
enemy  of  God.”  President  Nasser  was 
silent  on  receiving  news  of  the  shooting. 
A  government  spokesman  aimounced 
that  “there  was  nothing  to  say.” 

Syrian  Jaws  Arrastod.  Jordanian 
papers  report  the  arrest  of  eight  Syrian 
Jews  charg^  with  trying  to  emigrate 
to  Israel  via  Lebanon.  The  public 
prosecutor  in  Damascus  has  asked  for 
the  death  sentence.  Lebanese  papers, 
meanwhile,  announced  that  police  un¬ 
covered  a  “spy  ring  working  for 
Israel”  and  arrested  a  Jewish  attorney, 
a  Christian  journalist,  a  Moslem  and 
an  unidentified  suspet^ 

CENTO  Moots.  The  Central  Treaty 
Organization,  the  recently  renam^ 
Baghdad  Pact,  ended  its  Washington 
meetings  last  week.  The  four  key  allies 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Middle  ^t 
— Turkey,  Pakistan,  Iran  and  Great 
Britain — issued  a  formal  communique 
warning  that  the  danger  of  Communist 
subversion  remains  acute  in  the  area 
and  pledging  vigilance  against  it 

CENTO  approved  three  economic 
projects  described  by  its  deputy  sec¬ 
retary  general  as  “eliminating  depend¬ 
ence  upon  the  Suez  Canal  for  shipments 
from  northwest  Iran  and  which  would 
boost  trade  in  that  area.” 

The  U.S.,  although  not  an  official 
CENTO  member,  accepted  chairman¬ 
ship  of  the.  military  committee  and 
agreed  to  name  a  major  general  as 
(Turn  the  page) 
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Israel’s  Election 


u 


(By  a  Staff  Correspondent) 

JERUSALEM 

Israel  will  hold  its  fourth  national 
election  on  Nov.  3,  but  for  the  first 
time  no  national  issue  divides  the 
parties  and  voters. 

Back  in  1951,  the  entire  population 
was  affected  by  the  economic  rigors 
of  scarcity,  rationing  and  regulation. 
Plates  were  empty  and  tzena  (austerity) 
was  the  national  villain. 

In  1955,  the  great  issue  was  security. 
Arab  fedayeen  punctured  the  long  and 
difficult  frontiers;  and  in  Cairo,  Presi¬ 
dent  Nasser  was  importing  tanks  and 
MIGs  from  the  Communist  bloc.  Sur¬ 
rounded  by  enemies  and  denied  arms 
and  alliances,  the  Israelis  felt  isolated 
and  many,  despairing  of  their  future 
security,  furiously  debated  the  merits 
of  action  to  anticipate  attack. 

No  Major  Issuos.  Now,  in  1959,  it  is 
all  different  The  Sinai  campaign  of 
1956  buried  the  ghost  of  the  Arab 
danger  and  restored  national  confidence 
in  Israel’s  capacity  to  defend  herself 
from  the  hostile  neighbors  who  virtually 
encircle  her.  The  settlement  brought 
the  UNEF  to  Gaza  and  to  Sharm  el- 
Sheikh;  the  borders  ceased  to  be  a 
sieve  for  murderous  infiltration.  Ve¬ 


hicles  reappeared  on  the  roads  after 
nightfall. 

Economically  the  country  surged 
ahead.  And,  while  there  are  still  many 
thousands  of  recent  arrivals  who  are 
not  yet  absorbed  in  the  economy  and 
are  struggling  for  a  decent  home  and 
adequate  livelihood,  most  people  enjoy 
a  standard  of  living  far  different  from 
the  rigors  of  1951. 

Nor  is  foreign  policy  an  issue. 

For,  while  political  strategists  may 
debate  the  government’s  tactics  on  its 
continuing  struggle  with  its  Arab  neigh¬ 
bors  on  such  questions  as  the  Suez 
blockade  and  the  detention  of  the  Inge 
Toft,  no  great  basic  issue  convulses  the 
population.  Such  discussions  are  far 
removed  from  the  daily  concerns  of  the 
average  citizen. 

And  so  the  1959  election  campaign 
has  developed  no  major  issue  which 
touches  the  voter  and  determines  his 
vote.  Most  people  decided  how  they 
were  going  to  vote  a  long  time  ago. 
They  attend  political  meetings  largely 
out  of  curiosity.  And  Israel  has  no 
television  to  keep  them  at  home.  People 
are  preoccupied  with  their  personal 
problems,  their  housing,  their  jobs,  their 
struggle  to  keep  alive. 

Party  Platforms.  This  means  that  the 
dominant  party,  Mapai,  which  is  headed 


by  David  Ben-Gurion,  must  stand  on 
its  record.  It  also  means  that  the  sev¬ 
eral  parties  which  have  entered  into 
coalition  with  Mapai  in  the  past  are 
inhibited  from  any  devastating  attack 
on  the  status  quo.  On  the  other  hand, 
Herut,  which  has  never  joined  the  gov¬ 
ernment  at  any  time,  is  free  to  become 
the  collector  of  individual  discontents. 
It  directs  its  major  appeal  to  the  new 
immigrants  and  especially  to  those 
from  oriental  countries  who  may  be 
sensitive  to  the  charge  that  they  have 
been  victims  of  discrimination. 

Having  no  past  record  of  govern¬ 
mental  responsibility,  Herut  can  prom¬ 
ise  with  freedom.  It  will  clean  up  the 
slums,  it  will  empty  the  maabarot  (the 
ugly  temporary  quarters  for  new  immi¬ 
grants),  it  will  have  jobs  for  everyone. 

It  can  accomplish  all  this  by  lower¬ 
ing  taxes  by  some  25  percent  and 
simultaneously  reducing  Israel’s  for¬ 
eign  currency  income  by  some  $60 
million  a  year  by  eliminating  the  con¬ 
troversial  reparations  payments  from 
Germany. 

Herut  is  today’s  name  for  the  former 
Revisionists,  and  the  party  has  not 
abandoned  the  dream  of  an  Israel  that 
rejects  the  two  partitions  which  cut 
the  Palestine  promised  in  the  Balfour 
Declaration  from  its  40,000  square 
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chief  of  staff  of  the  permanent  military 
group  stationed  in  Ankara. 

Now  Loading  Agoncy.  Washington  was 
the  scene  of  another  major  develop¬ 
ment  when  the  governors  of  the  68- 
nation  World  Ba^  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  for  the  creation  oi  a  new,  billion- 
doUar  lending  unit,  the  International 
Development  Agency.  IDA  will  make 
long-term  low  interest  loans  for  develop¬ 
ment  projects  on  easier  terms  than  are 
now  available  to  underdeveloped  na¬ 
tions  through  the  World  Bank.  Sen. 
Mike  Monroney  (D-Okla.)  proposed 
the  basic  idea  for  the  agency  whose 
charter  is  still  to  be  drafted. 

Diplomatic  Spots.  UAR  and  Red  China 
will  not  break  off  diplomatic  relations. 
President  Nasser  afiSnned  in  an  inter¬ 
view  Oct  7.  Nasser  charged  Com¬ 
munist  China  had  insulted  the  UAR  by 
permitting  Khaled  Bakdash,  exiled 
Syrian  Communist  leader,  to  speak  at 
its  10th  anniversary  celebration. 


Bakdash  reportedly  attacked  the 
UAR  as  a  “terroristic  dictatorial  re¬ 
gime”  and  claimed  that  “Nasser  to¬ 
gether  with  British  and  American 
unperialists  are  dominating  and  oppress¬ 
ing  Syria.” 

Peiping  radio,  while  accusing  UAR 
papers  of  publishing  “fabrications 
against  the  Communist  Chinese  re¬ 
gime,”  has  also  denied  a  breach  in 
relations. 

And  Amman  radio  reports  a  pos¬ 
sible  rift  in  the  newly-established  diplo¬ 
matic  relations  between  the  UAR  and 
Jordan.  Following  King  Hussein’s 
address,  Cairo,  on  Oct.  3,  accused 
Jordan  of  criticizing  UAR  policies. 

Jordan’s  Premier  Hazza  al-Majali 
answered  Cairo  broadcasts:  “I  was 
most  surprised  and  astonished  .  .  .” 

From  Damascus,  Oct.  6,  a  political 
commentator  claimed  “Ar^an  radio 
commentaries  have  criticized  and  at¬ 
tacked  the  UAR,  contrary  to  al-Majali’s 
statement  ...  If  al-Majali  was  aston¬ 
ished  .  .  .  then  it  is  res^y  astonishing 
to  see  that  Amman  proposes  to  attack 
the  UAR  without  cause.** 


Now  Arab  Boycotts.  Film  actors  who 
support  Israel  financially  or  morally, 
the  films  in  which  they  appear  and 
foreign  films  which  contribute  to  Is¬ 
rael’s  financial  interest  have  been  black¬ 
listed  by  the  Arab  League. 

The  boycott  office  also  proposes  an 
economic  institution  to  compete  with 
Israel  exports  in  underdevelop^  coun¬ 
tries.  It  would  contract  with  inter¬ 
national  companies  for  new  factory 
construction  to  produce  goods  at  pres¬ 
ent  unavailable  m  Arab  countries. 

Another  phase  of  the  Arab  boycott 
is  the  recent  Morocco  mail  ban.  In 
explanation  for  its  seizure  of  mail 
bound  for  Israel,  Morocco  stated  that 
it  has  signed  the  Arab  postal  convention 
barring  mail  communications  with 
Israel.  Postal  links  between  the  two 
countries  were  established  when 
Morocco  was  a  French  protectorate 
and  maintained  when  she  attained  in¬ 
dependence.  Even  after  Morocco 
joined  the  Arab  League,  her  Jewish 
residents  were  able  to  correspond  with 
Israel  until  this  ratification. 
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piilg*  to  8,000.  But  Herat  knows  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
Israel  have  no  desire  to  go  to  war  for 
territory.  And  so,  with  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  blandness,  Herat  reaffirms  Is¬ 
rael’s  right  to  the  entire  area. 

All  this,  it  maintains,  can  be  attained 
by  peaceful  negotiations  with  the  Arabs. 
There  will  be  a  vast  Israel  on  both 
sides  of  the  Jordan,  in  which  there  will 
be  some  2,000,000  Arabs  and  some 
1,850,000  Jews,  and  to  all  this,  the 
Arabs  will  agree.  At  the  same  time 
mass  immigration  will  be  renewed.  As 
the  Herat  seems  to  see  it,  these  ob¬ 
jectives  can  be  attained  if  Israel  desires 
it  The  fact  that  the  Soviet  bloc  pre¬ 
vents  Jewish  emigration  does  not  enter 
into  the  political  p>olemics. 

Herat  is  not  the  only  party  to  make 
an  appeal  for  the  support  of  the  new 
Oriental  Sephardic  immigrants.  The 
General  Zionists  battle  for  individual 
initiative  against  the  regimentation  of 
bureaucracy.  They  have  put  the  23- 
year-old  son  of  the  Sephardic  Chief 
Rabbi  Nissim  in  sixth  place  on  their 
electoral  list.  New  immigrants  from 
Oriental  countries  have  also  been  put 
on  the  other  slates.  The  recent  riots  in 
Haifa  focused  attention  on  the  frustra¬ 
tions  of  the  newcomers  from  Morocco 
in  becoming  integrated. 

New  Faces.  Having  been  in  power 
some  11  years,  Mapai  is  naturally  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  charge  of  bureaucracy  and 
vulnerable  to  the  call  for  new  blood  in 
the  government  Sensitive  to  its  rising 
age  level,  Mapai  has  put  four  younger 
men  high  on  its  electoral  list,  former 
Ambassador  Abba  Eban  (who  has  been 
attracting  tremendous  crowds  to  meet¬ 
ings  at  which  he  speaks  Hebrew,  Arabic, 
French  and  Persian  as  impeccable  as 
his  English);  Moshe  Dayan,  the  former 
head  of  Israel’s  army;  Giora  Josephthal, 
former  treasurer  of  the  Jewish  Agency; 
and  Shimon  Peres,  former  Director 
General  of  Israel’s  Defense  Ministry. 

All  are  under  50,  and  all  are  dis¬ 
cussed  as  potential  members  of  Israel’s 
next  cabinet — Eban  for  the  Foreign 
Ministry,  if  and  when  Mrs.  Golda  Meir 
retires;  Dayan  as  Minister  of  Agricul¬ 
ture;  and  Peres  as  Deputy  Minister  of 
Defense  under  Mr.  Ben-Gurion,  who 
holds  that  portfolio.  All  are  among 
the  first  15  on  Mapai’s  list  and  there¬ 
fore  certain  of  election  to  the  Knesset. 

None  of  the  other  parties — ^there  are 
24 — have  succeeded  in  electrifying  the 
voters.  The  Religious  parties  want  more 
religious  observance  and  spirituality  in 
government.  They  left  the  coalition  on 
an  issue  which  perplexed  many  people: 
“Who  is  a  Jew?” 

Mapam,  the  left  wing  party,  which  has 
lost  ground  at  the  last  three  elections  as 
Israel’s  pro-Western  orientation  became 
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increasingly  pronounced,  asks  the  voters 
for  support  in  order  to  cut  Mapai’s 
strength.  Otherwise,  it  argues,  Mapai 
will  be  free  to  enter  into  a  coalition  with 
parties  unidentified  with  labor. 

Aehdut  Avodah,  a  more  activist  labor 
party  which  returned  to  existence  in 
1955  in  a  repudiation  of  Mapam’s 
“neutralism,”  is  critical  of  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  foreign  policy. 

The  Communist  party,  which  never 
elected  more  than  six  members  of  the 
Knesset,  has  lost  ground  as  the  Soviet 
Union  has  curried  favor  with  the  Arabs 
and  made  Israel  a  target  of  violent 
propaganda. 

Vota  System.  Thus  with  the  absence 
of  issues  affecting  the  national  or  do¬ 
mestic  life  of  the  people,  Mapai  has  pro¬ 
jected  an  issue  arising  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  unique  political  system. 

From  the  very  beginning,  Israel  has 
elected  its  120  Knesset  members  under 
a  system  of  proportional  representation. 
Candidates  are  not  elected  from  their 
own  constituencies.  Each  of  the  many 
parties  puts  up  a  slate  of  120  candi¬ 
dates.  The  voters  vote,  not  for  candi¬ 
dates  per  se,  but  for  the  parties.  When 
the  b^lots  are  counted,  the  parties  di¬ 
vide  the  Knesset  seats  in  proportion  to 
the  votes  each  party  has  received. 

This  system  of  voting  has  two  major 
considerations  to  commend  it  First  it 
always  ensures  some  representation  for 
minority  parties.  Second,  it  means  that 


the  voters  mark  their  ballots  for  parties 
(and  thus,  theoretically,  for  issues) 
rather  than  for  candidates. 

On  the  other  hand,  no  party  has  been 
able  to  attain  a  clear  majority  under 
this  system,  and  thus,  the  dominant 
Mapai  has  always  had  to  enter  into 
coalitions  and  compromises  in  order  to 
secure  a  parliamentary  majority  and 
tenure  of  office.  On  a  number  of  oc¬ 
casions,  Israel  has  been  phing^  into 
parliamentary  crisis  as  minority  parties 
in  the  coalition  have  broken  wiffi  Mr. 
Ben-Gurion,  as  in  the  recent  flurry  over 
the  sale  of  military  weapons  to  West 
Germany. 

Furthermore,  the  absence  of  regional 
representation  denies  the  voter  any  di¬ 
rect  contact  with  his  own  Knesset  rep¬ 
resentative.  He  has  none.  There  is 
no  one  to  be  concerned  about  the  needs 
of  his  district  as  such.  And  while  there 
are  dangers  of  sectionalism  in  regional 
or  constituency  balloting,  there  is  a 
distinct  advantage  in  a  system  which 
forces  the  member  of  parliament  to  re¬ 
port  on  his  personal  stewardship  and 
voting  record  to  his  own  constituency. 
He  brings  the  government  home  to  t^ 
individual  voter. 

The  great  difficulty  in  the  present 
system,  as  Ben-Gurion  sees  it,  is  that 
he  has  had  responsibility  for  11  years 
but  he  has  never  had  the  power  to  cany 
on  the  government  in  full  accord  with 
his  program.  He  has  always  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  negotiate  and  to  compromise. 

And  so  Mapai,  and  to  some  extent, 
the  General  Zionists,  are  in  favor  of  a 
change  to  a  s)rstem  which  will  result  in 
a  two-party  system,  similar  to  what  we 
have  in  the  United  States.  It  is  the 
issue  of  this  campaign.  Naturally,  the 
minority  parties,  their  status  endang¬ 
ered,  oppose  the  change.  They  argue 
that  any  party  that  will  gain  a  majority 
will  have  al^Iute  power,  and  they 
point  out  that  Israel  does  not  yet  have  a 
system  of  checks  and  balances,  a  writ¬ 
ten  constitution  or  a  long  parliamentary 
tradition. 

The  major  argument  against  the  ex¬ 
isting  proportional  representation  sys¬ 
tem,  it  is  emphasized,  is  that  it  perpetu¬ 
ates  racial  differences.  Israel’s  major 
problem  is  to  dissipate  decisive  differ¬ 
ences  among  newcomers  from  more 
than  60  countries  and  to  integrate  them. 
Proportional  representation  defeats  this 
objective.  Many  lists  of  candidates  are 
derived  from  separate  segments  of  the 
population,  and  appeals  for  support  are 
made  on  the  basis  of  national  origin 
abroad.  But  since  only  one  other 
party,  the  General  Zionists,  has  indi¬ 
cated  agreement  with  Mapai’s  position, 
the  system  will  not  be  changed  imless 
Mapai  gains  enough  seats  to  enable  it 
to  form  a  coalition  with  the  General 
Zionists. 
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UNRWA  DMision 

The  Special  Political  Committee  of 
the  UN  General  Assembly,  which  began 
deliberations  on  Oct  6,  is  once  more 
faced  with  the  Arab  refugee  problem. 

UNRWA’s  mandate  expires  in  June 
1960,  and  the  Arab  League  has  for¬ 
mally  rejected  proposals  made  by  Sec¬ 
retary  General  Dag  Hammarskjold  for 
resettling  the  refugees  in  Arab  coun¬ 
ties  and  for  repatriation.  The  Arabs 
insist  that  all  the  refugees  be  repatriated 
to  Israel  unconditionally  and  that  UN 
relief  continue  until  Israel  yields. 

UNWRA’s  budget  totals  about  $38 
million.  To  this  cost  of  supporting  the 
refugees,  the  United  States  contributes 
70  percent;  the  Soviet  Union  nothing. 
In  Congress,  which  authorizes  the 
funds,  there  is  mounting  impatience 
with  the  failure  to  make  any  progress 
toward  a  solution  of  the  problem.  Most 
Congressmen  believe  there  has  been 
too  much  delay  in  resettling  the  refugees 
in  Arab  lands.  The  State  Department’s 
concern  was  shown  in  three  recent 
statements  which  indicate  U.S.  policy. 


Parker  T.  Hart,  Deputy  Assistant  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  the  Near  East,  em¬ 
phasized  that  the  solution  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  must  come 


Secretary  of  State  Christian  A. 
Herter,  addressing  the  UN  General 
Assembly,  said: 

“Progress  toward  a  satisfactory  solu¬ 
tion  of  this  tragic  problem  is  important 
not  only  to  the  human  beings  involved 
but  also  to  continued  peace  and  sta¬ 
bility  in  the  area  as  a  whole.’’ 

His  statement  followed  by  several 
days  a  more  detailed  account  of  the 
problem  by  Francis  O.  Wilcox,  Assist¬ 
ant  Secretary  of  State  for  International 
Organization  Afifairs.  Addressing  the 
American  Association  for  the  United 
Nations,  Mr.  Wilcox  pointed  out  that 
the  United  States  had  contributed 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  billion  dollars  in 
11  years  for  Arab  refugee  relief.  The 
solution  of  the  problem,  he  said,  had 
been  blocked  by  “political  factors,’’ 
and  it  remains  a  “potentially  dangerous 
element  of  instability.’’  The  United 
States  felt  that  the  Hammarskjold  plan 
“seems  not  to  go  far  enough  in  pro¬ 
viding  the  means  by  which  adequate 
progress  toward  a  solution  could  be 
made.’’  He  called  on  “Israel  and  the 
Arab  host  states’’  to  solve  the  problem 
“in  a  spirit  of  mutual  accommodation,” 
and  said  that  the  United  States  was 
ready  to  “do  all  that  is  reasonably 
possible  to  assist  in  making  progress 
toward  an  equitable  solution.” 

(In  19SS,  Secretary  of  State  Dulles 
said  that  America  would  support  an 
international  loan  to  enable  Israel  to 
pay  compensation  and  thus  facilitate 
resettlement) 

In  the  Mutual  Security  Appropria¬ 
tions  Act,  Congress  provided  $25  mil¬ 
lion  for  Arab  refugee  relief  for  1959- 
60.  Testifying  at  hearings  for  the  bill, 


‘from  within”  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Arabs  and  Israel. 
He  admitted  that  there  had  been  “no 
opportunity”  to  spend  the  15  percent  of 
the  1958-59  appropriation  which  Con¬ 
gress  had  set  aside  for  repatriation  and 
resettlement  of  the  refugees.  (Only 
10  percent  was  earmarked  this  year.) 

Mr.  Hart  said:  “We  continue  to  seek 
through  the  United  Nations  a  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  basic  problem  of  which  the 
refugees  are  the  victims.  In  the  absence 
of  a  resolution  of  this  problem,  prog¬ 
ress  toward  resettlement  or  repatria¬ 
tion  of  refugees  is  difficult.” 

While  the  Arabs  continue  to  resist 
any  change  despite  some  internal  pres¬ 
sure  from  Lebanon,  as  well  as  external 
pressures,  the  UN  Conciliation  Com- 
for  Palestine  reported  that 
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Israel  had  released  a  total  of  about  $8 
million  in  Arab  refugee  bank  accounts 
in  addition  to  valuables  in  safe  deposit 
boxes.  Most  of  these  assets  have  not 
yet  been  claimed  despite  UN  attempts 
to  notify  their  owners  and  facilitate 
claims. 
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The  UN  Commission  has  also' 
compiled  almost  half  a  million  parcels  i 
of  land  claimed  by  the  Arabs. 

Although  Israel  has  said  that  the 
Arab  refugee  problem  can  be  solved 
only  in  the  context  of  an  overall  peace 
settlement,  she  offered  to  pay  compen¬ 
sation  without  delay  on  several  occa¬ 
sions, 
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most  recently  by  former  Am¬ 
bassador  Abba  Eban  at  the  United 
Nations  in  1958.  Israel  htu  also  re¬ 
patriated  48,500  refugees  in  order  to 
unite  them  with  their  families. 
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